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October 27, 2015 
 
Hon. Brad Wall 
Premier of Saskatchewan 
Room 226, 2405 Legislative Drive 
Regina SK    S4S 0B3 
 
Dear Premier Wall: 
 
On behalf of the Saskatoon Action Accord, we are very pleased to present a summary report that 
illustrates many initiatives taking place in Saskatoon which correspond closely to the Government of 
Saskatchewan’s Mental Health and Addictions Action Plan. 
 
As you will see, the wider “care continuum” extends well past the five Action Accord members. And 
therein lies the success of these recent initiatives in Saskatoon. All of the groups referenced in this 
report are working actively on their initiatives; they are working in close co-operation with others; and 
they are committed to making a significant difference to the most vulnerable citizens in our city. 
 
Additional information on the Action Accord, its impact and our contact information is at 
www.actionaccord.com. We trust this will be of interest to you. Thank you. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Dwight Percy, on behalf of the members of the Saskatoon Action Accord: 
(dwight@percycomm.ca or (306) 222-1361) 
 
His Worship Mayor Don Atchison    

Chair, Saskatoon Board of Police Commissioners   
Tribal Chief Felix Thomas 

Saskatoon Tribal Council 
Corey Miller 

Vice President, Integrated Health Services 
Saskatoon Health Region 

Vice Chief Kimberley Jonathan     
Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations   

Chief Clive Weighill 
Saskatoon Police Service 

 
Cc: Minister, Saskatchewan Health 
Cc: Minister, Saskatchewan Justice 
Cc: Minister, Saskatchewan Social Services 
Cc: Members of the Legislative Assembly for Saskatoon 
Cc: Deputy and Associate Deputy Minister, Saskatchewan Health 
Cc: Deputy and Associate Deputy Ministers, Saskatchewan Justice 
Cc: Deputy and Associate Deputy Ministers, Saskatchewan Social Services 



An Action Accord Report on Accomplishments in Mental Health and Addictions Services in Saskatoon 
“Taking Care of our City’s Most Vulnerable Citizens” 

 
The following report captures key elements of the Government of Saskatchewan’s Mental Health and Addictions 
Action Plan. It then goes on to identify related current actions or stated plans underway in Saskatoon. 
 
This report has been prepared at the direction of the Partners – Saskatoon Board of Police Commissioners, 
Saskatoon Tribal Council, Saskatoon Health Region, Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations and the Saskatoon 
Police Service - in Saskatoon’s Action Accord. 
 
The primary role of the Action Accord has been to support initiatives brought forward by agencies that deal 
directly with people with mental health and addictions issues. Most of the focus of the Action Accord has, to date, 
been within the “front end” of the Stabilization / Transition / Recovery continuum. The Action Accord is by no 
means “taking credit” for the many accomplishments listed. The Action Accord is simply identifying steps that have 
been launched by the groups identified. In particular, the Saskatoon Health Region is recognized herein for its 
constant focus on creating partnerships with a wide range of agencies in the city. SHR has funded many of the 
programs listed in the summary that follows. 
 
Saskatchewan Mental Health and Addictions   
Action Plan Goals and Recommendations:  Actions Underway or Planned in Saskatoon: 
 
Make services easy to find. This has been enhanced through expansion of the 

Lighthouse facilities, services and operating hours. It 
would be further enhanced through the proposed 
Wellness Centre. 

Develop a platform that makes the system easier to 
access. 

This is a clearly stated objective of the Wellness Centre. 

Decrease wait times for services. This has been accomplished to a degree through access 
to counselling at locations such as the Lighthouse and 
would be further assisted by the Wellness Centre. 
 

Increase resources where needed. This has been accomplished to a degree through access 
to counselling at locations such as the Lighthouse and 
would be further assisted by the Wellness Centre. 

Create a team approach on the part of mental health 
and addictions counsellors. 

The Saskatoon Health Region has focused on this and it 
would be enhanced through the Wellness Centre. 

Enhance clinical pathways and referrals services. This has been enhanced through services available at 
the Lighthouse and would be improved further through 
the Wellness Centre. 

Provide integrated response teams available during 
non-traditional hours to deal with mental health and 
addictions issues. 

This has been successfully launched with the 
introduction of two PACT teams that include police 
officers and mental health professionals. 

Enhance supportive housing options with intensive 
support teams. 

The United Way’s Journey Home program and other 
Housing First initiatives are beginning to accomplish 
this. 

Improve the response to mental health and addictions 
within the police, court and corrections systems. 

The Mental Health Court is in operation and, even with 
very limited resources, is considered to be effective. 

Screen offenders to determine mental health and 
addictions issues. 

This has been successfully launched with the 
introduction of two PACT teams that include police 
officers and mental health professionals. 
 

Integrate family and peer group supports into the 
recovery service model. 

This is central to the premise of the proposed Wellness 
Centre. 

  



Improve co-ordination of services across the mental 
health and addictions service continuum. 

This has taken place already, particularly at the front 
end of the service continuum where the Stabilization 
services introduced in recent years have good access to 
resources that are vital to continuing along the recovery 
path. The Wellness Centre would enhance that success. 

Enable information sharing between service sectors. Information sharing processes have been significantly 
improved through the formation of the HUB program. 

Partner with First Nations and Metis people in 
delivering mental health and addictions services. 

That is a central premise of the Wellness Centre as 
proposed by Saskatoon Tribal Council. 

Align and invest, on the part of the provincial 
government, in mental health and addictions services. 

The Wellness Centre has been proposed by Saskatoon 
Tribal Council as a solution to many of the Province’s 
own recommendations. 

Create a guiding coalition of agencies that can create 
broader impact through co-operation. 

This has occurred through initiatives such as the PACT 
program, the HUB program, the United Way’s Journey 
Home program, Housing First programs, and many 
other initiatives that have received “partnership 
funding” from Saskatoon Health Region. 

Collaborate on system-wide data sharing of mental 
health and addictions information. 

This is in place with the HUB program and now with the 
recently launched COR program. 

Measure and publicly report on outcomes. The Action Accord reports annually through the media 
on the measured outcomes of its initiatives and assists 
and encourages other groups to report their measured 
outcomes. 

Engage the private sector in achieving outcomes that 
positively impact mental health and addictions issues. 

The United Way’s Journey Home program is a prime 
example of the significant benefits of successfully 
engaging the private sector. 

 
As stated previously, the actions and plans underway in Saskatoon are actively addressing many of the Province’s 
goals and objectives identified under its Mental Health and Addictions Action Plan. There is a groundswell of 
concerted efforts and a high level of demonstrated commitment to address these issues in Saskatoon. 
 
That being said, and as reported in March 2015 by the Action Accord, the demand for these services is escalating 
rapidly. Therefore, continued provincial support for the existing initiatives and expanded provincial support for 
planned initiatives such as the proposed Wellness Centre is vital to the community. 
 
 


